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(FREE) Blended Learning with Google Toolkit© by Kasey Bell 
Hey there! Thanks so much for downloading this toolkit and subscribing to ​Shake Up Learning​! 

 

This toolkit is designed to give you a quick overview of the Dynamic Blended Learning Framework and how 

we can use Google tools to create meaningful learning experiences for our students. 

 

The information shared in this document comes from my book, ​Blended Learning with Google: Your Guide to 

Dynamic Teaching and Learning​. Be sure to pick up a copy of the book and the supplemental booklet, ​Google 

from A to Z: The Google Glossary for Teachers​, to make the most of the ideas in this toolkit! 

What Is Blended Learning? 

Blended learning is a combination of face-to-face instruction and online learning. This definition encompasses the concepts and ideas I 

have been teaching for many years. In fact, pretty much every blog post on ​ShakeUpLearning.com​ can be categorized as blended learning. 

Clean and simple, but it leaves a lot on the table. That’s why I created a blended learning framework that would incorporate best practices 

and push the boundaries of traditional teaching practices. These ideas will also help you design engaging lessons for remote, hybrid, or 

online learning--or anything in between! 

 

Enter Dynamic Learning. 

 

My definition of dynamic learning is continuing to evolve and grow, as best practices should.  
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Dynamic Blended Learning: 

Dynamic blended learning is characterized by constant change and activity, growing and evolving over time. This learning can take place 

anywhere, anytime, and it is personalized and differentiated. It is learner-centered, giving students choice and embedding communication, 

collaboration, critical thinking, and creativity skills where they align with the learning goals. Dynamic blended learning also extends beyond 

the traditional bounds of the school day, schedule, and physical walls, and beyond the physical notion of hard and fast due dates. Digital 

tools are used for more than substitution, to do and create previously unconceived things. Dynamic learning is boundless, with limitless 

opportunities. 

 

Think of dynamic learning as blended learning on steroids!  

 

What Is Static Learning? 

Static learning is learning that lacks movement, action, or change. With this unengaging education model, learning happens in short bursts 

and is often demonstrated through one-and-done activities, short-term assignments, or worksheets (even digital worksheets), which are 

confined within the traditional bounds of the school system, school day, and school walls. 

 

Dynamic Learning is not about Google, and it certainly isn’t about getting distracted by shiny, techy tools. The purpose of using technology 

in any form in the classroom is to support Dynamic, Blended Learning. Digital tools, such as Google for Education, present us with a unique 

opportunity to do things differently, to engage students in new ways, and to inspire them to explore and create. 
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The Dynamic Learning Framework 
The Dynamic Learning Model is at the center of the Dynamic Learning Framework, 

which focuses on five Dynamic Learning Characteristics (5 B’s). These characteristics 

make it possible to go beyond static, one-and-done activities.  

Beyond the Bell 
Learning doesn't have to end when the bell rings. With digital tools and devices that 

are available 24/7, students can continue to learn, collaborate, grow, and dig deeper 

into their learning on their own terms. This doesn't mean homework. This is a 

mindset for students that means learning can take place anytime, anywhere, and 

students can own it. 

Beyond the Bell Strategies 

● Goal Setting​: a research-based strategy to help students (or anyone) set 

measurable academic and personal goals. 

○ Recommended Google tools: Google Keep, Google Sheets, Google 

Docs 

● Vision Boards​: a research-based visual goal-setting strategy where students 

create a collage of images, words, or other objects to represent their goals. 

○ Recommended Google tools: Google Slides, Google Drawings, 

Jamboard 

● Trackers​: Students track emotions, habits, reading, or any kind of task or progress over time. 
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○ Recommended Google tools: Google Sheets, Google Forms 

● Online Discussion​: facilitate meaningful, online discussion among students. 

○ Recommended Google tools: Google Classroom, Google Groups, Blogger, Google Slides 

● Reflection​: make time for students to reflect and think metacognitively about their learning. 

○ Recommended Google tools: Google Docs, Google Slides, Google Classroom, 

 

Beyond the Grade Level & Subject Area 
Let's take kids off the conveyor belt of education and give them opportunities to explore the world and move beyond the subject areas we 

teach. Learning doesn't have to fit inside a box. Help students discover their interests and passions by going beyond the curriculum. 

Beyond the Grade Level & Subject Area Strategies 

● Student Choice​: Students are given choice in their learning--topic, reading, device, or tool. 

○ Recommended Google tools: Google Classroom, Google Sites, Blogger, Google Slides, Google Docs 

● Choice Boards​: Learning menus or choice boards (the terms are interchangeable) offer a set of activities from which students can 

choose.  

○ Recommended Google tools: Google Docs, Google Slides, Google Sheets, Google Sites, Blogger, MyMaps, Google Forms 

● Project-Based Learning​: Students work on a project over an extended period of time – from a week up to a semester – that 

engages them in solving a real-world problem or answering a complex question. 

○ Recommended Google tools: Google Search, Google Docs, Google Forms, Google Sheets, Google Keep, Google Calendar, 

Google Photos, Google Slides, Google Sites 

● Genius Hour​: Project/Problem based learning, where students explore their own passions and interests. 

○ Recommended Google tools: Google Search, Google Docs, Google Forms, Google Sheets, Google Keep, Google Calendar, 

Google Photos, Google Slides, Google Sites 
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Beyond the Walls 
Bring the world to your students, and bring your students to the world. Every student in every grade level should have opportunities to 

connect and learn globally, as well as publish their work for a global and intentional audience. 

Beyond the Walls Strategies 

● Publishing Student Work​: Give students an outside audience for their work. 

○ Recommended Google tools: Google Sites, Blogger, Google Slides, Google Docs, YouTube 

● Global Connections​: Give students opportunities to connect and learn globally. 

○ Recommended Google tools: Google Meet 

● Mystery Connections​: video chat with another classroom located in another region, state, or country.  

○ Recommended Google tools: Google Meet, Google Docs, Google Slides 

● Virtual Field Trips​: Explore the world, historical sites, zoos, aquariums, factories, and more. 

○ Recommended Google tools: Google Arts & Culture, Google Earth, Google Street View 

● VR/AR​: Engage students in immersive experiences that use virtual reality and augmented reality. 

○ Recommended Google tools: Google Earth VR, Google Street View VR, Google Arts & Culture 

Beyond the Tool(s) 
Think beyond using digital tools to do traditional things like typing a paper. Use digital tools to do NEW things! Just going paperless or 

digital isn't enough; use tools to go further, go deeper and extend the learning, and consider using tools in alternative ways—beyond their 

original purpose. 
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Beyond the Tool(s) Strategies 

● Collaborative Notes​: When students can take notes together, it allows them to learn from each other and give the teacher a way 

to check for understanding. 

○ Recommended Google tools: Google Docs, Google Slides 

● Storytelling​: We all have stories to tell--in every grade and every subject area. Students tell or retell stories (written and/or visual) 

about content and learning. Create ebooks, photo stories, comic strips, interactive timelines, stop-motion animation, and more! 

○ Recommended Google tools: Google Slides, Google Drawings, Google Photos, Google Docs, Google Earth 

● Research​: any kind of student research on topics, events, or interests. 

○ Recommended Google tools: Google Search, Google Scholar, Google Books, Google Docs, Google Forms, Google Sheets, 

Google Keep 

● Data​: Students collect, understand, and analyze data. 

○ Recommended Google tools: Google Forms, Google Sheets, Google Slides, Google Docs 

● Image Creation​: Students create a non-linguistic visual representation of information or learning. 

○ Recommended Google tools: Google Drawings, Google Slides, Google Photos 

● Student Portfolios​: Student portfolios that demonstrate academic products and or progress. 

○ Recommended Google tools: Google Sites, Blogger, Google Slides 

● Graphic Organizers​: Students use visuals or graphics to organize information. 

○ Recommended Google tools: Google Slides, Google Drawings, Jamboard 

 

Beyond the Due Date 
Consider allowing students to continue the work that interests them beyond the assessment of the final assignment or task. Thinking, 

learning, and exploring shouldn’t be stifled simply because it was time to turn it in. Let the learning live, grow, and evolve over time. 
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Beyond the Due Date Strategies 

● Student Portfolios​: Use online student portfolios to share student work and demonstrate progress over time. 

○ Recommended Google tools: Google Sites, Blogger, Google Slides 

● Social Learning and Collaboration​: Students collaborate with outside experts and students with shared interests. 

○ Recommended Google tools: Google Docs, Google Sheets, Google Slides, Google Sites 

● Blogging​: Students blog about their learning and the process of exploring their interests 

○ Recommended Google tools: Blogger, Google Sites, Google Classroom 
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Your Blended Learning with Google Toolkit! 
Below is a table aligning the Dynamic Learning Characteristics with tasks and recommended Google tools. 
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Dynamic Learning 

Characteristic 
Strategy  Task  Recommended ​Google Tools 

🔔 Beyond the Bell  Goal Setting  Document and track goals  Google Keep​, ​Google Sheets​, ​Google Docs 

🔔 Beyond the Bell  Vision Boards  Visual collage to represent 
goals  Google Slides​, ​Google Drawings​, ​Jamboard 

🔔 Beyond the Bell  Online 
Discussion 

Meaningful discussion with 
students about their learning  Google Classroom​, ​Google Groups​, ​Blogger​, ​Google Slides 

🔔 Beyond the Bell  Trackers  Track emotions, progress, 
habits, reading  Google Sheets​, ​Google Forms​, ​Google Keep  

📚 Beyond the Grade Level & 
Subject Area  Student Choice 

Students are given choice in 
their learning--topic, reading, 
device, or tool. 

Google Classroom​, ​Google Sites​, ​Blogger​, ​Google Slides​, 
Google Docs 

📚 Beyond the Grade Level & 
Subject Area  Choice Boards  Set of activities from which 

students can choose 
Google Docs​, ​Google Slides​, ​Google Sheets​, ​Google Sites​, 
Blogger​, ​MyMaps​, ​Google Forms 

📚 Beyond the Grade Level & 
Subject Area PBL 

Students work on a project 
over an extended period of 
time, engaging them in 
solving a real-world problem 
or answering a complex 
question. 

Google Search​, ​Google Docs​, ​Google Forms​, ​Google 
Sheets​, ​Google Keep​, ​Google Calendar​, ​Google Photos​, 
Google Slides​, ​Google Sites 
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📚 Beyond the Grade Level & 
Subject Area Genius Hour 

Project/Problem based 
learning where students 
explore their own passions 
and interests 

Google Search​, ​Google Docs​, ​Google Forms​, ​Google 
Sheets​, ​Google Keep​, ​Google Calendar​, ​Google Photos​, 
Google Slides​, ​Google Sites 

🏫 Beyond the Walls Publishing 
Student Work 

Giving students an outside 
audience for their work 

Google Sites​, ​Blogger​, ​Google Slides​, ​Google Docs​, 
YouTube 

🏫 Beyond the Walls Global 
Connections 

Giving students opportunities 
to connect and learn globally Google Meet​, ​Google Docs​, ​Google Slides 

🏫 Beyond the Walls Mystery 
Connections 

video chat with another 
classroom located in another 
region, state, or country 

Google Meet​, ​Google Docs​, ​Google Slides 

🏫 Beyond the Walls Virtual Tours Explore the world, cultures, 
historical sites, and more. Google Arts & Culture​, ​Google Street View​, ​Google Earth 

🏫 Beyond the Walls  VR/AR 
Engage students in 
immersive virtual and 
augmented reality. 

Google Earth VR​, ​Google Street View VR​, ​Google Arts & 
Culture 

🔧 Beyond the Tool(s)  Collaborative 
Notes 

Students take notes 
collaboratively  Google Docs​, ​Google Slides 

🔧 Beyond the Tool(s)  Storytelling 
Tell/retell stories (written 
and/or visual) about content 
and learning 

Google Slides​, ​Google Drawings​, ​Google Photos​, ​Google 
Docs​, ​Google Earth 

🔧 Beyond the Tool(s)  Research  Research topics and interests  Google Search​, ​Google Scholar​, ​Google Books​, ​Google 
Docs​, ​Google Forms​, ​Google Sheets​, ​Google Keep 
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Ready for more ideas, lesson plans, tutorials, and FREE templates? 

This is just a taste of what’s included in the ​Blended Learning with Google​ book! Be sure to pick up a copy and explore the entire Blended 

Learning with Google experience.   
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🔧 Beyond the Tool(s)  Data  Collect, understand, and 
analyze data  Google Forms​, ​Google Sheets​, ​Google Slides​, ​Google Docs  

🔧 Beyond the Tool(s)  Image Creation  Non-linguistic visual 
representation  Google Drawings​, ​Google Slides​, ​Google Photos 

🔧 Beyond the Tool(s)  Student 
Portfolios 

Student portfolios to share 
student work and  
demonstrate progress 

Google Sites​, ​Blogger​, ​Google Slides 

🔧 Beyond the Tool(s)  Graphic 
Organizers 

Visual or graphic to organize 
information  Google Slides​, ​Google Drawings​, ​Jamboard 

📆 Beyond the Due Date Student 
Portfolios 

Student portfolios to share 
student work and  
demonstrate progress 

Google Sites​, ​Blogger​, ​Google Slides 

📆 Beyond the Due Date Social Learning & 
Collaboration 

Students collaborate with 
outside experts and students 
with shared interests 

Google Docs​, ​Google Sheets​, ​Google Slides​, ​Google Sites 

📆 Beyond the Due Date Blogging 
Students blog about their 
learning and the process of 
exploring their interests 

Blogger​, ​Google Sites​, ​Google Classroom 
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https://classroom.google.com/


The Blended Learning with Google Experience! 
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THE BOOK 
Blended Learning with 

Google 

THE SUPPLEMENT 
Google from A to Z 

THE WORKSHOP 
Blended Learning with 

Google 

 
 

 
 

 

Ready for more ideas? Get the book, 
Blended Learning with Google​, for more 

lesson ideas, tips, tools, and resources for 
your classroom.  

 
Available on Amazon in December 2020 

 

Don’t forget to get this handy, 40-page 
supplemental glossary of Google tools! 

 
 
 
 

Available on Amazon 

And bring all of the Blended Learning with 
Google ideas to life with this online, 

self-paced workshop! Learn how to use all 
the tools and strategies! 

 
BlendedLearningwithGoogle.com/workshop 

http://blendedlearningwithgoogle.com/
https://amzn.to/3lo33Qs
http://blendedlearningwithgoogle.com/workshop


About the Author 
Kasey Bell is a former middle school teacher turned award-winning digital learning coach, international speaker, 
author, blogger, and podcaster with a Texas-sized passion for technology and learning.  
 
She is part sparkling smile, part witty personality, and a whole heap of passion as big as a Texas--go big or go home, 
y’all! She is a disruptor of the boring.  An engaging, innovative, from the heart sharer who inspires educators while 
transforming their teaching with original, timely, and use-tomorrow ideas for student choice, differentiation, and 
technology integration.  
 

Through teacher empowering publications and award-winning educational resources at ShakeUpLearning.com, learner-driven workshops, 
and presentations, and hosting two weekly podcasts, Kasey proves why we should never settle for the boring when it comes to bringing out 
the very best in our students, and we should always strive to Shake Up Learning! 
 
Host of ​The Shake Up Learning Show Podcast 
Author of ​Blended Learning with Google 
Author of ​Google A to Z 
Author of ​Shake Up Learning: Practical Ideas to Move Learning from Static to Dynamic​, Named one of the ​“Best Learning Books of All Time,” by 
Book Authority 
Co-host of ​The Google Teacher Podcast 
Google Certified Innovator 
Google Certified Trainer 
ISTE Featured Voice 
Digital Innovation in Learning Award​ Winner in “Sharing is Caring” 
One of ​20 TrustED Educational Thought Leaders 
Award-winning blogger and social media influencer 
 
The award-winning ​Shake Up Learning​ website and blog provide teachers with practical resources for using technology in the classroom, 
including how to use Google Classroom, Google for Education, and other Google tools, as well as many other blended learning and 
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technology integration resources. Here you will find free technology tips and tricks, free downloads and templates, in-depth online courses, 
books, lesson plans and lesson ideas, cheat sheets, blog publications, and podcasts. 
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